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Seasons/monsoon winds

Contrary to the typical four seasons most of our guests 
know from home, the weather in the Maldives is deter-
mined by the monsoon seasons. Generally two seasons 
alternate in the course of a year.

1. North-east monsoon  
from about middle of December until April
These dry winds can be very strong and normally last until 
end of January. In this time there might be strong currents, 
high waves and surf at the east side (the other) side of the 
atoll. Generally the currents are coming from the open 
ocean and pushing westwards into the east Ari atoll 
providing good to excellent visibility. Bit by bit the winds 
calm down and the sunny and hot months in the Maldives 
follow.

2. South-west monsoon  
from middle of May until November
The direction of the wind changes in May or June and with 
it also the weather. Strong rain falls might occur until 
November. That does not necessarily mean it rains all the 
time. It can be dry for weeks, it might only rain in the night 
and the next day is as sunny as if nothing has happened. 
But it might also rain and be stormy for a few days in a row. 
Typical for the season are the constant and quick changes of 
weather patterns.
The respective monsoon change in April/May and in 
November/December used to last several weeks in the past 
during which there was absolutely no wind at all and it was 
extremely hot. Nowadays it occurs that the direction of 
wind changes from one day to the next and the season 
change is done.

Dear divers, dear snorkelers

The team from Ocean Pro Mirihi welcomes you to Mirihi.
Following you will find a list of all our dive sites including 
maps, short descriptions, seasonal considerations and 
information about the currents.
At first however, let us give you some information about 
the connections between the seasons, the strength of 
currents, visibility and the fish life.
With this information we would like to enable you a better 
planning for your diving holidays by having the possibility 
to choose your dives according to your interests and your 
ability.
As everywhere else in the world the weather has changed 
and thus monsoon has dramatically changed in the 
Maldives too in recent years. Therefore it is meanwhile 
practically impossible to plan more than one or two days 
ahead and unfortunately, due to this we might not be able 
to fulfill all your wishes and requests.
But some of our dive guides have a long-standing experi-
ence not only in the Maldives but particularly in the South 
Ari atoll, and we guarantee you that we will offer you the 
best of our available dive sites taking into account the 
prevailing weather, wind and current conditions during 
your holidays.
During our opening hours we are delighted to give you 
further information, answer all your questions and help 
you to plan an unforgettable diving vacation.



Whale sharks, sharks and other big fish

Since the introduction of the ban of fishing and exporting 
them, the shark population seems to have recovered in the 
last few years. Mainly white tip reef sharks can be seen on 
all reefs but also more and more gray reef sharks, silvertip- 
and leopard sharks are encountered at dive sites with not 
necessarily too strong current.
As the manta rays follow the plankton the chances to find 
them at certain sites at a certain time of a year are bigger 
than with any other sea creature. But even then there is not 
always a guarantee.
Whale sharks are a total different story altogether. We 
literally know nothing about their way of life and migra-
tions, even though they are the biggest fish in the sea. 
Although the southern outer reefs of the Ari atoll are 
meanwhile well known worldwide for frequent sightings of 
whale sharks there is definitely not a certain time during 
the year, where we see them. You still need a little bit of 
luck to encounter one of these majestic giants.
The team of Ocean Pro Mirihi and the island offer several 
day trips per week to try our luck.
Fortunately nature was and remains unpredictable and 
therefore we cannot give you a guarantee that you will see 
all the animals mentioned in the dive site descriptions.
But isn’t that, what makes diving so fascinating and exiting? 
Many experienced divers consider the South Ari atoll still 
among the best if not the best atoll of the Maldives.
In this sense we wish you exiting, eventful and wonderful 
dives.

Monsoon season, currents and their  
influence on the underwater world

Inside the atoll, plankton (small animals of all kind and 
plants) is produced in regular intervals all year round.
During the east monsoon not only the wind is coming from 
the east but also the currents are mainly coming from this 
area, meaning the plankton rich water will be «blown» out 
of the atoll in the west by the wind and the currents.
This provides perfect conditions for plankton eaters like 
manta rays in the channels and we are just happy that 
«Hukurudhoo Faru» one of the best manta points at the 
westside of the Ari atoll is just 20 minutes by boat away.
Unfortunately water, rich with plankton, also disturbs the 
visibility on the dive sites around Mirihi during that 
particular season. On the eastside of the Ari Atoll you will 
find contrary conditions. Clear water with less suspended 
particles is pushed into the atoll providing fantastic 
visibility at times. This however leads to quite strong 
currents which might further increase around new and full 
moon.
As we are able to cover both sides of the atoll with our fast 
and comfortable dive boats – the choice is all yours.
During the south-west monsoon the conditions are 
reversed. Clear water with less food flows into the atoll at 
our side. Especially the dive sites in the channels and the 
western outer reefs are teeming with bigger fish. Rays and 
sharks do not have a swim bladder and rely on the currents 
to avoid sinking to the bottom. Therefore they seek the 
current split to circle seemingly effortless and waiting for 
food.
As the manta rays follow the plankton they can be found  
at several dive spots on the other side of the atoll and we 
organize several day trips to visit them there.
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